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New Products

Comtech AHA, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of Comtech Telecom
(NASDAQ: CMTL) hasintroduced
thefirst-ever GZIP compression and
decompression |C, which offersupto
2.5 Gbps throughput via hardware,
while achieving compression ratios
comparable to high effort (level 9)
GZIP software. The AHA3610 in-
creases data transfer rates by up to
4X and reduces storagerequirements
by that same amount in applications
such as storage area networks, Web
servers, Web accelerators and Web
traffic appliances, including load bal -
ancers, firewall VPN servers, integrat-
ed routers/switches and application
server gppliances.
TheAHA3610implementsthe open
standard GZIPformat (deflate com-
pression and decompression algo-
rithm), whichisideal for networking
and storage networks since compati-
blesoftwareisreadily availableoncli-
ent machinesandisincludedininternet
browsers. TheAHA 3610 isthelatest
addition to Comtech’sline of Loss-
lessDataCompression I Cs.
Comtech arguesthat software com-
pression isinadequate for many sys-
temseither becausethethroughputis
too slow or the CPU loading is too
high. In fact, the company said that
turning on GZIP to accelerate web

server gpplicationscan actualy slow
down the server due to the higher
CPU load. Much like SSL offload
cards, Comtech envisions GZI P off-
load cardsrelieving host CPUsof the
burden of gzip compression. Samples
now; productionin January 2008; $55
@ 10Ku. Future plansinclude addi-
tional GZIP ICs and PCI boards
based on these ICs. Bill Thomson,
president. www.aha.com
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